
As anticipated in last month’s County News the Auction was again a 
resounding success.  The weather was kind to us and notwithstanding 
the building site that was Brinsbury the college again made us very 
welcome.  This year we moved the indoor activities from the Conserva-
tory to the Refectory and this gave us more space. 

The 480 Lots stretched around the campus and visitors from Sussex and 
surrounding counties were bidding on everything from motorised ex-
tractors, complete WBC hives with bees to a selection of honey labels.  
Bidding was brisk throughout the afternoon and early evening although 
the bees did not reach the very high prices achieved last year- possibly 
because of the early swarms experienced across the South East.  Most 
visitors went away satisfied whether buying or selling and the event 
made a significant contribution to the Association’s funds. 

Sales were particularly brisk at Paynes and Paul had his work cut out 
keeping up with demand.  The tombola, plant and cake stalls were also 
well supported and newcomers to the event this year, ‘Dragon’s 
Breath’ (beeswax candles) and ‘Harlow Willowcraft’, contributed to the 
enjoyment of the day.  Alan Byham 
was on hand to share his knowledge 
and experience with visitors.  

Again, my sincere thanks to all those 
who gave so generously of their time in 
helping to make the event such a suc-
cess.  See you all again in 2012. 

Graham Elliott 
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Ronseal Softwood Beehive Preservative 

Following last month’s announcement that Cuprinol Clear is no longer 
suitable for preserving softwood beehives an alternative has now been 
suggested.  Ronseal has confirmed that their product ‘5 Year Wood-
stain’ is safe to use on all softwood hives.  The usual precautions should 
be following in its application and treated wood should be well aired 
before introducing bees. 



It has already been a busy year for swarm collection.  The early spring resulted in the bees building up 
rapidly and swarming early.  The BBKA is keen to monitor swarm activity this year and has an initiative 
in place for recording swarms collected from 1st May.   
- number of calls or sightings of swarms  
- number of swarms successfully captured  
- number of swarms known to be destroyed  
Your Division will provide you with full details on how to report swarms collected by West Sussex 
members. 

 
At the last ADM, the BBKA Executive undertook to look again at the matter of creating a separate cate-
gory of membership of the BBKA for Juniors. 
 
A category for Junior Partner members has effectively already been created by removing the require-
ment that Partners must be adults, but this does not cover a Junior who is not residing at the same ad-
dress as a Registered Member. There is therefore a need to create a separate Junior category. This will 
require an amendment to the Constitution, which will be considered at the next ADM in January. 
 
Third party insurance is not an issue, because as minors cannot themselves be sued, such insurance is 
inapplicable to the minor. However, the person supervising the beekeeping activities of a minor can be 
sued in place of the minor and it is therefore important that that person be a Registered Member of the 
BBKA and thereby insured against third party liability. The BBKA’s assumption in the case of the Jun-
ior Partner member is that the Registered Member living at the same address is supervising that Junior. 
The BBKA recommends that the membership records of local Divisions which have local Juniors, re-
cord the name of the Registered Member who is supervising that Junior and that the member is made 
aware of his/her responsibilities and the risk of being sued by a third party, albeit that that risk is cov-
ered. 
 
The Executive is considering what membership benefits should be extended to Juniors, but insurance 
will not be one of them.  

John Bishop’s Britain is a prime time, Saturday night BBC1 entertainment show which takes a light-
hearted look at life in Britain today.  The show is hosted by comedian John Bishop and incorporates the 
stories, opinions and experiences of people from all walks of life and from every corner of Britain. 
Charlotte Lewis, the casting producer is trying to find people from all over Britain, with different back-
grounds, interests and jobs to be interviewed on the show.  She needs people with big personalities and 
plenty of opinions and anecdotes and for the next series is looking for people with interesting jobs and 
interests – which is why she’s trying to get in touch with bee-keepers! 
Anyone interested should get in contact with Charlotte by calling 020 7202 2445 or by emailing  
charlottelewis@objectiveproductions.com . 

John Bishop’s Britain 
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Swarm Collection 

Junior Membership 



All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Chichester Division 
Please watch the Chichester website for details of the venue. 

Wednesday 15th June - Bee Friendly Flowers by Monica Lucas - Chichester Division. 
Further details from Nigel Dedman njk.dedman@btinternet.com or the Division’s website  

www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 

 

Wisborough Green Division 
All apiary meetings are at Dounhurst Farm, Skiff Lane, Wisborough Green. 

Saturday 4th and 25th June - Apiary Meetings at 12:00 (Beginners & Intermediates).  Ad-
vanced at 2:30pm. 

Wednesday 15th June -  Apiary Meeting and Barbecue at 6:30pm.   
Further details from John Glover glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or website www.wgbka.org.uk 
 
Worthing Division 
Please check the Worthing website for details of the venue.  All meeting start at 2pm unless otherwise 
stated. 

Sunday 5th June - Simple Bee Biology 

Sunday 12th June - IPM Varroa Control 

Wednesday 22nd June, 6pm - Midsummer Bee Picnic 
Further details from Phil Carter philange5180@btinternet.com  

or their website www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  

Around the Divisions 
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More from Moore - According to the Plan…..Or not! 

Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
 
Last month I discussed having a plan, and outlined some of what we hope to achieve in the 2011 bee-
keeping season.  I know well enough from years in a horticultural business that 5-year and 10-year plans 
need constant updating and revision, and the same seems to hold true even for a 5-month bee plan, as 
nothing seems to happen quite when you expect it to. 
 
Of course every year will vary in its timings, and in the relatively few years that I have had bees, this 
has certainly been the earliest start and the most concentrated flowering season that I have experienced.  
The planned harvest of the early honey (oh, the fear of finding it all granulated if we aren’t quick 
enough to remove that with oilseed rape in it) suddenly moved forward by nearly three weeks compared 
to last year…… and could we whip up the volunteers to assist with (and learn from) extracting the 
honey from the WGBKA apiary a few days later?  Had our bees built up in time to get the crop?  Yes, 



Footnote 

Thanks to this month’s contributors - but I need more!  If you can contribute to future newsletters please 
send articles and photographs to: 

Graham Elliott, Hon. Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

MEMBERS' COUNTY NEWSLETTER 

We’re on the web: 
www.britishbee.org.uk/local/westsussex 

the answer to both questions.  Surprisingly our own yield was exactly the same, per overwintered hive, 
as last year; and we had a fantastic group of helpers for the Divisional extraction, prepared to keep 
working till every bit of the cleaning up was done at the end.  One tricky question arises from all this.  
How do you work out the honey crop per hive?  We overwintered 20, so our 520 lb means 26 lbs per 
hive across the lot.  But we only extracted from 13 hives, as the others are doing different things, so is it 
actually 40 lbs per hive?  Then, with the various mating nucs, swarms collected, splits made, we cur-
rently have 31 units… Something to clarify with Alan Byham before we do this year’s honey returns I 
think. It seems there is an awful lot of maths involved in beekeeping, well beyond the life-cycles of the 
three castes. 
 
Other than regular checks, swarm-control measures and honey-extraction, the major element of the plan 
that has been in action in the last month has been queen-rearing.  Several promising new queens are now 
laying in mating nucs, and need moving on to other hives soon as we will be starting some more cells in 
the next few days.  Some hives seem to stay calm and beautifully behaved whatever the conditions, but 
the interruption to the nectar flow in our area has shown up those whose mood varies most, and we have 
a clear order of priority for queen replacement.  It is very satisfying, and I hope not as cruel as it sounds, 
to have put the first two awkward queens into the freezer last weekend. 
 
An interesting tip gleaned at a Stoneleigh lecture in April, from Ron Hoskins of the Swindon Bee Pro-
ject.  He has one fence post onto which he squashes every queen he culls, and he reckons this post is a 
magnet for swarms, which settle there without fail.  Another job to add to my list – get a post set up and 
retrieve the corpses from the freezer.  We have a few bait hives dotted around the area (two of which 
have attracted swarms so far), and next there will be a bait post! 
 
Here’s hoping that the June Gap in nectar flow (early, in the second half of May this year) is soon over 
and the bees bring in surplus again. 

South of England Agricultural Society Show - Ardingly near Haywards Heath. 9-11 June. 
A number of County members will be involved in the Honey Tent so come along and say hello.  Full 
details of the event can be found on the event’s website www.seas.org.uk/shows.asp?ID=2 


